Hyphens, dashes and ellipses
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SINGLE-WORD

MULTIPLE-WORD

brother-in-law bedroom parking lot
runner-up laptop compact disc
well-being textbook couch potato
editor-in-chief boyfriend window seat
problem-solver storeroom quitar pick
Merry-go-round walkway power of attorney
drive-in doorbell hat rack





Robert Redford started his career as an actor, but is now known as an actor-director.

Hector nominated Stephanie to be secretary-treasurer.
the preﬁxes ex-, self-, half-, post-, pro-, vice- and all- or the sufﬁx -elect.
We all agreed the idea was half-baked.

The team met in the locker room to watch post-game videotapes.

She was not just an all-star in her division, but she made the all-state team, also.

After the election, the news started calling Mr. Gilligan the mayor-elect.
My great-grandfather Ray served in both world wars.
The big purple jellyﬁsh is known as a Portuguese man-of-war.

The graduate student must successfully complete a placement as a teacher-in-training.

He became known as a good-for-nothing because he had no skills.

On Halloween, we carved jack-o’-lanterns.

The union was involved in hard-nosed negotiations with a high-powered representative from the Board of Directors.

A well-trained dog, even a mixed breed like a cocker spaniel and poodle mix known as a cock-a-poo, can be sold for hundreds of dollars.
vs

A dog that is well trained can be sold for hundreds of dollars.
The bell-like sound is actually made by a gong.

The friends became co-owners of the café.

He had a pre-existing condition that kept him from participating in the re-enactment.
The architect used a T-square to design the A-frame house.
The football team practiced their two-minute drill.
Depending on their grade in school, the children  ran the forty-, ﬁfty-, or 100-yard dash.
All forty-ﬁve children bought their school supplies at the ninety-nine cent store.
Some experts say that humans use less than two-ﬁfths of the brain.
We had a lunch reservation at one-thirty and a meeting with the house inspector at four-o’clock.
The Red Sox beat the Devil Rays 9-4.
We watched the World Cup soccer games on the big screen television at the Italian-American

Federation.
An African-American playwright named Lorraine Hansberry wrote A Raisin in the Sun.

vs

The playwright Lorraine Hansberry was an African American.
YES
hand-ball com-mitment pre-view insati-able all-powerful
NO

do-g po-or immediatel-y aw-kward
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Rewrite the following sentences on the lines pro-
vided, adding hyphens where they are needed.
Answers can be found at the end of the lesson.

1. Twenty six eight year old students visited the
Lincoln Memorial.

2. The ex professional mountain bike racer is
French Canadian.

3. A well spoken salesman told me about his
great grandfather.

4. The post operation physical therapy consists
of lifting eight pound weights.





[image: image3.png]5. Three fifths of the cars enter the S curves too
fast.

6. The coach re examined the tapes of the game
they lost 52 6.

7. The deck will have six, nine, and twelve foot
sections.

8. The two pronged attack begins at exactly eight
forty in the morning.

9. My know it all brother is the vice chair of the
committee.

10. The all star pole vaulter is only five cight.





Dashes
Liberty, equality, fraternity—these words were the rallying cry during the French revolution.
Mary is organizing—with the help of the P.T.A.—a fundraiser to help cover the costs of the new gymnastics program.
Make a right turn here and it is the house on the—watch out for that bicycle rider!
“Hello? —Yes, this is Barry. —No, I haven’t seen her. —Yes, I will let her know. —Good bye.”
The movie—with all its fast-paced dialogue and special effects—did not hold the interest of the audience.
Glass, tin, aluminum, plastic, and paper—all are included in the city’s new recycling program.
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Rewrite the following sentences on the lines, adding
dashes where they are needed. Answers can be
found at the end of the lesson.




[image: image5.png]11. I remember where I was what Beatles fan
doesn’t when I heard that John Lennon was
shot.

12. Hello? Who? I am sorry, you have the wrong
number.

13. Speed, a strong arm, a good bat these are the
tools every center fielder should possess.

14, The bus ride the long, boring, bumpy bus ride
took twice as long as they said it would.

15. Thanks for the delivery and here’s your wait,
there’s no pepperoni on this pizza!





Ellipses

As Nelson Mandela said, “During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the

African people . . . it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.”

“What we are learning around the world is that if women are healthy and educated, their families will ﬂourish. . . .”

The train should arrive in Phoenix at . . . six-ﬁfty P.M.
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