Semicolon

and, or, nor, for, but

[image: image1.png]The road runs through a beautiful wooded valley; the railway line follows it
closely.

Claret is the liquor for boys; port for men; but he who aspires to be a hero
must drink brandy.

| know the city well; I've lived there all my life.




Complement/parallel function

[image: image2.png]Truth ennobles man; learning adorns him.
To be born a gentleman is an accident; to die one, an achievement.
If youth knew; if age could.




Emphasis

[image: image3.png]Truth ennobles man; and learning adorns him.




Semicolon + comma = stronger division

[image: image4.png]He came out of the house, which lay back from the road, and saw her at the
end of the path; but instead of continuing towards her, he hid till she had gone.




Clarify relationships when commas used:

[image: image5.png]They pointed out, in support of their claim, that they had used the materials
stipulated in the contract; that they had taken every reasonable precaution,
including some not mentioned in the code; and that they had employed only
qualified workers, all of whom were very experienced.




Punctus elevatus:

https://medievalfragments.wordpress.com/2014/05/24/the-punctus-and-his-friends-medieval-punctuation/
Colon

namely, that is, as, for example, for instance, because, as follows, therefore
[image: image6.png]There is something | must say: you are standing on my toes.
It is available in two colours: pink and blue.

French cooking is the restaurant's speciality: the suprémes de volaille
Jeanette was superb.

To: Subject: Your Ref:
She has but one hobby: chocolate.

The weather grew worse: we decided to abandon the piano.




Colon, semicolon and linking words

[image: image7.png]She outlined the lives of three composers; namely, Mozart, Beethoven, and
Schubert.

She gave this example: Mozart was chronically short of money.




Direct/paraphrased speech:

[image: image8.png]Sir Toby: ‘Peace, | say.’

Lords, ladies, and gentlemen: Allow me to present tonight's guest of honour.
He asked a simple question: Who was first?

| told them only yesterday: ‘Do not in any circumstances tease the cheetah.’




Are colons below correct?

Another Victorian author worth studying is: Thackeray. 

vs 

Other Victorian authors worth studying include: Thackeray, Trollope, and Dickens. 

He took care to:
(a) copy all the papers, 

(b) circulate them to the relevant departments, and 

(c) record the whole transaction in triplicate.

