Semicolons and colons
Semicolons between clauses

Gregory always donates to Toys for Tots; he feels it is important to help disadvantaged children have a happy holiday.

Open the box from the top; do not use a box knife.
Semicolons and conjunctive adverbs

The water level in the lower altitudes rose to unprecedented heights over the long weekend;

furthermore, the base snow level rose above the tree line.
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The lightning storm began in the late morning. The golf game was cancelled.
The lightning storm began in the late morning; therefore, the golf game was cancelled.

The golf game was cancelled because the lightning storm began in the late morning.
Semicolons and phrases

for example, for instance, that is

State universities have some advantages over smaller, private colleges; for example, the variety of programs offered is typically greater at a larger school.
Semicolons between word groups with commas
Jerry will not even try Greek, Japanese, or Thai food; but he will eat anything that his mother

cooks.
The orientation for new employees will be held on Friday, October 11; Saturday, October 12; and Wednesday, October 16.

The three brothers who won the lottery live in Tacoma, Washington; Minneapolis, Minnesota;

and Athens, Georgia.
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Rewrite the following sentences adding semicolons
where they are needed. Answers can be found at the
end of the lesson.

1. I made it to the meeting on time however, I
will drive a different route next time.

2. Our trip took us to New Orleans, Louisiana,
Lubbock, Texas, and Nashville, Tennessee.

3. When taking a standardized test, read all the
possible answers, do not just select the first
answer that seems correct.

4. Gordon forgot to lock the storage closet con-
sequently, he worried that someone might use
the inventory.

5. I forgot to pack a sleeping bag, Jan, her rain-
coat, and Barry, his gloves.





[image: image3.png]6. Adam finally fixed the windows they were let-
ting in the rain.





Colons that introduce

These people were selected for the business trip to Las Vegas: Joe McGarretty, Linda Anderson, and Bruce Swensen.
vs

The people selected for the business trip to Las Vegas were Joe McGarretty, Linda Anderson, and Bruce Swensen.
As President Theodore Roosevelt often advised: “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”
vs

Mara Reilly, Chief Financial Ofﬁcer, made the following observations: Communication between the many departments is vital for improving efﬁciency and increasing proﬁts.
Colons that Show a Subordinate Relationship
Hilary was disappointed with her performance: She felt she could have done better.
Yesterday: A History of The Beatles

11:47 A.M.
Genesis 1:2
Dear Ms. Wallace:
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Rewrite the following sentences adding colons
where they are needed. Answers can be found at the

end of the lesson.

7. The train leaves the station at 349 p.M.

The entire hockey team skated out onto the
ice Their star forward had been hit in the face
with a high stick.

9. These employees may take their lunch at 1100
AM. Rick Ouimet, Mercy Tullis, and Lorraine
Johnson.

10. The first line of the Gettysburg Address reads
as follows Four score and seven years ago.
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