Redakcja tekstów obcojęzycznych (3)

Capitalization

Sentence capitals:
He decided not to come. Little wonder!
She replied, ‘No more are left.’
Consider this: ‘Thou art the man.’

Don’t say ‘That’s impossible’ till I’ve explained.

He mused, Shall I eat this last biscuit?

The question is, Will he resign?

but: 

Do not follow 'the madding crowd'.

Do you prefer sugar? honey? milk or lemon? vs Do you prefer sugar? Honey? Milk or lemon? 
Traditionally in poems:

Thus, though we cannot make our sun 

Stand still, yet we will make him run.
Place names:

[image: image1.png]Paris the Channel
the Black Forest the Norfolk Broads
the Sea of Okhotsk  New England

the Eiffel Tower the Straits of Gibraltar
the New World the Promised Land
the Eternal City Satumn

the City (London’s financial centre)
the Coast (west coast of the US)

the States

the Firth of Clyde
Muswell Hill
Trafalgar Square

the Big Apple
Sirius




What’s the difference?
London Road vs the London road  

the Thames Estuary vs the estuary of the Thames 

the Milky Way: the earth, the sun, the moon vs the Earth, the Sun, the Moon

Compass directions:

[image: image2.png]North Carolina Northern Ireland (but northern England)
the mysterious East the West End

unemployment in the South  the Western Wall

facing south the southbound carriageway




River names:

the East River, the Hudson River, the Yellow River, the Susquehanna River
vs

the river Thames, the river Dart, the river Exe, the river Wye

Institutions and organizations:
the white house vs the White House

[image: image3.png]the Bank of England
the British Museum
the House of Lords
the United Nations
the Crown

the Cabinet

the World Bank

the Department of Trade

the Ford Motor Company

the Charity Organization Society
the Campaign for Real Ale

the Bar




the right, the left, the centre vs the Right, the Left, the Centre
[image: image4.png]Marxism

Social Democrat
Buddhism
Protestants

a Methodist

Christianity

Islam

Judaism

Baptists

the Roman Catholic Church




[image: image5.png]the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church
the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches

Oxford University and Cambridge University

Oxford and Cambridge universities




Government vs government

Dates and spans of time:

[image: image6.png]Tuesday March Easter

Good Friday Holy Week Ramadan

Passover Christmas Eve the Fifth of November
New Year's Day St Frideswide’s Day




[image: image7.png]| saw old Autumn in the misty morn
See, Winter comes to rule the varied year




Geological periods and events:
Devonian  
Carboniferous 
Precambrian 

Ordovician
Pleistocene  

Palaeozoic 

Palaeolithic  
Mesolithic  

Bronze Age 

Stone Age  
Early Minoan  
the Dark Ages (but medieval)

Capitalize or not?

the Age of Reason,  the Reformation,  the Crucifixion, the Last Supper

the space age  

the age of steam  
the Jazz Age 

the belle époque  
the Bronze Age
classical vs Classical  

federal vs Federal 

cubist and impressionist vs Cubist and Impressionist 
the first millennium OR the First Millennium?
the 1920s or the nineteen-twenties?

War:

[image: image8.png]the Conquest of Gaul the French Revolution
the American Civil War  the Peninsular Campaign
the Boer War the Siege of Stalingrad
the Battle of Midway the Korean Conflict




the War is: a) World War I, b) World War II?

Titles of rank or relationship, and  nicknames:

[image: image9.png]Lady Mary

the Prince of Wales

the Special Relationship
Cardinal Richelieu
Assistant Adjutant-General
Chief Justice

the Famous Five

the French Ambassador
the Apostles

the Prophet

Old Hickory

the Admirable Crichton
the Lake Poets

the Asbury Jukes




[image: image10.png]Miss Dunn, the head teacher Anne Williams, our managing director
Mr Gladstone, the prime minister  Dr Primrose, the parish vicar




vs

[image: image11.png]Head Teacher Miss Dunn Managing Director Anne Williams
the Prime Minister Mr Gladstone  The Reverend Dr Primrose




Cambridge University—their university OR their University?

Aunt Jane—her aunt OR her Aunt?
the Ritz Hotel—that hotel OR that Hotel? 
vs

[image: image12.png]the Duke the Princess
the Ministry (of Defence) the House (of Commons)
the Yard (Scotland Yard) the University statute




Sigismund III, King of Poland OR Sigismund III, king of Poland
[image: image13.png]Her Majesty Their Excellencies
Our Lady Your Holiness




Titles and subtitles of works: 
Put the capitals where necessary:

for whom the bell tolls  
gone with the wind 

a tale of two cities  
the way of all flesh 

can you forgive her?  
farmer and stockbreeder 

paradise lost  the authorized version 

the book of common prayer  
the koran
???: all about eve

The Origin of Species OR the Origin of Species 
The Wind in the Willows OR the Wind in the Willows
The Times, The Spectator vs the New Yorker, the Yearbook of English Studies

Tańcowała Igła z Nitką OR Tańcowała igła z nitką?
Musical works:
‘When a Man Loves a Woman’ vs ‘It Ain’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing)’ vs ‘Come away, death’ 

Of all Mozart’s piano sonatas, the Piano Sonata in A minor is the finest.
Bills, acts, treaties, policies, and legal documents:

[image: image14.png]the Declaration of Independence, the Bill of Rights, the Corn Laws, Factory
and Workshop Act 1911




Legal documents:

The Ford Motor Company – the Company shall…

Peoples and languages, and their related adjectives and verbs:
Previously:

[image: image15.png]but:

arabic numbers
venetian blinds

German measles
London pride
Michaelmas daisy

roman numerals
morocco leather

Hong Kong flu
Turkish delight
Afghan hound

italic script
chinese whispers

Irish setter
Shetland pony
Venetian red




Now:

Arabic numbers, Roman numerals etc.

But: arabic numbers vs Arabic numbers

Words derived from proper nouns:
[image: image16.png]Christian
Shakespearian
Talmudic
Americanize




Make a new word from the word given:

Dante -> adj.

Homer -> adj.

Dickens -> adj.

Christian -> vb.

Beethoven -> adj.

Kafka -> adj.

Europe -> vb.

But:

[image: image17.png]boycott wellington boots  protean
quixotic titanic stentorian
chauvinistic gargantuan mesmerize




Both cases:
Example

[image: image18.png]Byzantine (of architecture) but byzantine (complexity)
Philistine (of tribe) but philistine (tastes)
Machiavellian (of Machiavelli) but machiavellian (intrigue)




Which word means what?
Bohemian vs bohemian

Stoic vs stoic

Lilliputian vs lilliputian

Platonic vs platonic

Herculean vs herculean

People vs things

[image: image19.png]an Adonis a Casanova




[image: image20.png]asandwich  acardigan  a wellington




Do we need to capitalize anything here?
pro-nazi
anti-british
non-catholic
mid-atlantic

The deity and religious rites – What do you think?
Trade names:

[image: image21.png]Hoover Xerox Biro
Jacuzzi Persil Kleenex




But: to hoover, to xerox

Ships, aircraft, and vehicles – What do you think?
Academic subjects – What do you think?
References to people:

[image: image22.png]Arthur C. Clarke (not Arthur Clarke or Arthur Charles Clarke)
k. d. lang (all lower-case)

1. M. Pei (not leoh Ming Pei)

Jimmy Carter (not James Earl Carter)




[image: image23.png]Lord Beaconsfield, né Benjamin Disraeli
Muhammad Ali, né Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr.
Baroness Lee of Asheridge, née Jennie Lee




née vs born

Mr and Mrs Joseph Bloggs vs Mrs Abigail Bloggs
One James – two ______
One Mary – three _____

Mr and Mrs Jones – the _____

Titles:
[image: image24.png]Joseph Bloggs, Esq.

Mrs Abigail Bloggs

Dr John Bloggs

Mary Bloggs, D.Phil.

Alasdair Bloggs, Bt., CBE, MVO, MFH




Punctuation and capitalization
J. R. R. Tolkien vs J.R.R.T.

FDR

[image: image25.png]Millard Fillmore, President of the United States
Admiral of the Fleet Viscount Lamb, GCB, KBE




Exception: titles of judges Kennedy J. Evershed MR
What is the meaning of these sentences?
Her eighth husband Henry is a scientist.

Her handsome husband Henry.

His son Theodore. vs His son, Theodore.
Junior and senior:
Possible abbreviations : jr., jun., jnr., jr., junr.; sen., senr., snr., sr.
What’s the rule? 

OK – Mr John Doe, Jr., John Doe, Jr. 
Not OK – Mr Doe, Jr.
Personal name particles (an example):
de

in French

in Dutch

in Italian

Sexism:
[image: image26.png]A child learns better from books he likes.
Tell every member to pay his subscription.




[image: image27.png]Children learn better from books they like.
Tell the members to pay their subscriptions.
A child learns better from congenial books.
Tell every member to pay subscriptions.




[image: image28.png]A child learns to read better from books he or she likes.
Tell every member to pay her or his subscription.




- Tell every member to pay their subscription.

- s/he, him/her 

steward/stewardess vs flight attendant
chairperson, salesperson

craftsman?

lion -> lioness

prince -> princess

duke -> _______

Foreign place names:
[image: image29.png]Ankara (not Angora)

Brussels (not Bruxelles or Brussel)
Gdansk (not Danzig)

Guangzhou (not Canton)

Lyons (not Lyon)

Munich (not Miinchen)

Sichuan (not Szechuan)

Beijing (not Peking or Peiping)
Florence (not Firenze)

Geneva (not Genéve, Genf, or Ginevra)
Livorno (not Leghorn)

Marseilles (not Marseille)

Reims (not Rheims)

Vienna (not Wien)




http://www.languagemonitor.com/category/politically-correct-2/
http://www.quibblo.com/quiz/gI7dnpx/Are-you-politically-correct
http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/punc-capitals.html
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar-exercises/capital-letters-and-apostrophes
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/engagement/2/1/42/
