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The representation of vowels 
• Nibert (1998) assumes a constraint/filter *[+high,-ATR] proposed by 

Calabrese (1991) 

 

• ‘hybrid’ computational system with rules and constraints 

 

• Are filters universal? How are they acquired? 
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The representation of vowels 
• the strategy employed by Servigliano is negation  

 

• *[-ATR,+high] → -[-ATR,+high] → [+ATR,-high] 

 

• a natural analysis of such data is the spreading of feature [+high] from 
the following vowel to the preceding one 

 

• no such analysis is available under ET 

 

• as a matter of fact the metaphony data should not exist 

 

• In sum: ET allows for a much more natural account of vowel reduction, 
while the binary feature framework allows for a much more natural 
account of metaphony   
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The representation of vowels 
 

 

• Is ET devenseless against the metaphony data? 

 

• van Oostendorp and d’Alessandro (2016) ‘Abruzzese metaphony and 
the |A|-eater’ 
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‘The word muturettə can, for example, denote a small motor, when 
masculine, or a small motorbike, when feminine; the article will 
show which gender is used in the singular, but in the plural the 
presence or absence of metaphony will denote the distinction…‘ 
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• interaction with a-insertion 
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• interaction with a-insertion 
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• interaction with a-insertion 
 
• a surfaces in masculine plural forms due to the working of 
metaphony, which is moving of |A| to the word-final position 
 
• how is that achieved?    
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• van Oostendorp and d’Alessandro assume that fearures [masculie, 
plural] are realized as a mora 
 
• they assume the following Well Formedness Condition  

• the mora will attract the |A| because it is ‘the most sonorous 
segment’ (mora is the |A|-eater)  
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• ‘The reason why metaphony targets only the stressed vowel is that 
all vowels following that vowel are reduced in Abruzzese, and 
therefore will not contain an |A| element.’ 



The representation of vowels 
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• Problem: cane ‘dog’ contains only element |A| in its stressed 
syllable  
 
• this syllable surfaces with /i/ in the metaphony context   
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• interaction with a-insertion 
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• interaction with a-insertion 
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• van Oostendorp and d’Alessandro (2016) provide two 
solutions: 
 
•  that /i/ is the ‘default’ realization of the stressed syllable in 
Abruzzese/Ariallese 
 
• or that the [masc, plural] is actually a mora AND element |I| 
 
•  in china ‘dogs’ |I| surfaces on the stressed syllable 
 
• this is legitimized by the final palatalization   
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• interaction with a-insertion 
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• interaction with a-insertion 
 
• the a is not etymological: historically the affix was /i/ 
 
•  
 
•  
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• van Oostendorp and d’Alessandro claim that a is pronouced in 
intaphrasal position because it is like intra-word position 
 
• /a/ does not reduce inside words, only at the end 
 
•  intraphrasal position is like intra-word position 
 
 



The representation of vowels 

28 

• is the solution employed for Abruzzese extendable to 
Servigliano? 
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